By Rowland ‘Evans Jroo

- WASHINGTON,
Prestdent Kennedy: did - nh
. 'part to oconsolidate the ‘nation,
and a gdod deal more, in the
“gloomy afteymath of the Cubn
- flasco. He consulted more high-
level Republicans than you could
shake a stick at. and he stamped
out the wild-fire of partisasi-at-

" and-answer
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 j{ack before it could be started
h: sarnest,

“But the Blats Dcmrtmnt whi
mesmerized, or something alose
to 1t, and couldn't seem to plek
itself off the floor on the morn-
ing after, . It failed wtterly and
dangeroualy {o do {ts own job of
consulting with Congress,

As & result, the Becretary,
Dean Rusk, was required to go
before the Senate Farelgn Rela-
tions subcommitiee on Latin-
American affeirs, headed by the
aggressive Wayne Morse, of Ore-
gon, 8 man who knows a Ben-
ator’s right when he sees it. And
Allen. W, Dulles of the C. I. A,
who would rather not attend

wise compelied to spend several
hoyrs with the full Foreign Re-
lations Committes the following
day. )

As it happened, both Mr. Rusk,
the amateur, and Mr. Dulles, the

" <pro, aoquitied themazelves well,

‘but either might easily have
slipped during his long question-
seszfon with the
most powerful committee of

» Congress. And {f thqy had, the

Administration might then have
come face to face with & full-

- scale investigation of the kind

~that the Democrats foroed on

- former - President Eisenhower

lnat year when the U-2 fiasco

* torpedosd the summit confer-

ence.,

Leads to Trouble
Consultation, or sharing part

_of the secrei, with the proud

and prerogative-conscious Sen-
ate Is & vital aspect of the po-

“ Htieal gama. Fallure t4 know

$his and sci upon it is {d open

* & Pandora’s box of wiysnted
"-'and unnecegwary troub%g, and

Approve

to exacerbats the very éE¥%wcul-
tes that nesg curing.  °
* The Cubsp invasial
lsunched o) 8unday  hight,
Aprll 18, Thi Piste Depattaney

did- not ms 'ﬁ

way

in touch
ohsirman pl nnbcowm
that is tly: yvegarudble 4
Latin can ftairs, unttl
e than
:ﬁ?lmﬁeleasa:zﬁﬁi

sponas te Sy, Jlo -

meétings of that kind, was fke-|

STATINT

State Department Blundered in Cuban

oF allure to Brief Congress Could Have Had Serious Consequences

urgent talegram asking for ine

Jormation,

The first Morse message,
telegram ta  Secretary Rusk
asking for & briefing “in kesp-
{ng with the spirit of the advice
and. consent ‘clause” of ths
Constitution, wess not even
acknowledged, so far as can be
detarmined. And yet it never
should have had to be sent. Mr,
Rusk and his lieutenants should
have rcacted automatically $o
the automatic nesd to tell the
top men of Congress whgt was
golng on. The reaction should
have been refiex, not forced by
s telegram asking for news of
what happened.

Sen. Morse dispatched his
firet appeal for information on
April 2¢. When no reply came,
he sent his second on April 26,
this one asking Undersecretary
of ®tate Chester Bowles' to
come up and talk to the sub-
commities on April 28. But Mr.
Bowles replied that he oouldn’t
make it. )

Until thst moment, Ben.
Morse was punctilious in res
{raining from anything ressms-
bling pressurs tactlos, He knew
that Mesers. Rusk and Bowles
had a major crisis on -their
hsands. He did not want to
obstruct or confuse or get in
the way.

Almost Blew Top
. But when he got Mr. Bowles'
refusal, he almost blew his top
—and for a very intereatinu
resson, He knew that high of-
flolals in the Administration,
ineluding Mr. Bowles and.Chip
Bohlen and MacGeorge Bundy
and others, had bsen briefing
large numbers of editors in the
Btate Department auditorium
on the inside story of Cuba. He
also knew that some of his

- 4irond!

8enate colleagues were seriously
embarrassed when they were
asked by these same editors to

iihad to beg off because they had

naver been shown s :llmm of
'rhu was not

altions were the ¢halrman, Sen.|.

Crlsls'u'

the “Worelgm " Relations Gome
mittes waa angry, The sxcep-] -

Pulbright, who was the only
member of Congress let in on
the secret of the invasion be-
fora 1t happened; and the
Democratic leaders, 8en. Mans-
field and Sen. Humphrey, who
had gotten the word at their
regular legislative breakfast
with President Xennedy on
April 18,

Under these clrcumstances
it is scarcely surprising that}’
8en. Morse made his speech iny.
the S8enate condemning the
whole enterpriss  (the first
mamber to raise the issue on
the tloor of either H.ouse) Nor{
is it surprlalng that he then de-
manded the prbsence of Mr.
Dulles.

Most Important

The Quban affair was the
most {mportant cvent ever to
happen within the jurisdiction|
of the Marse subccyamitiee.|.
Except for what thel ; picked|
up in the newspapem.\ neit.her
the Morss subcommity
the full committee
& word about it

A good argument c; .
made, and often has'
against consulting mem!
Congress befors an unfi
ing as risky and as c!atrl
[ ] the Cubsan investon *\

T - - &

its  powers among )
branches, is failure to const
after the event, and partiea\ .
arly ot & time. when ever)
visiting  editor,  and eve :
enterprising " reporter, weldy
getting selected .versions of £A
inside story from the top )
Relationships between
competing  Power blocs
Whaahington are wmetlmd
cided irrsyocably by wm
no larger dimenaion thai f;
one, and the result ﬂn
oieair for the offending
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differant.




